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The Bank of Somerset, known since 1975 as Peninsula Bank, has occupied th i s 

neo-c lass ica l brick s t ruc tu re on Somerset Avenue since i t s construction around 1905. 

The s t r ee t elevation of the or ig ina l s ing le-s tory , th ree-bay bank, erected in yellow-

brown Roman-sized br ick , i s dominated by an arched double-door entrance capped by 

an e labora te c l a s s i ca l pediment. In addit ion to an in t r ica te decorat ive tympanum 

the cornice i s composed of rows of modillions, e g g - a n d - d a r t moldings, and den t i l s . 

When the bank was or ig ina l ly bui l t a fenced-in yard flanked the building to the 

south, while the house and store of Wilmer 0 . Lankford stood to the nor th . More 

recently, the o r ig ina l bank building has been extended to the north, south and west 

with sympathet ical ly designed addit ions executed in polished yellowish-brown br ick , 

and stone t a b l e t s were engraved with the b a n k ' s name. Before construction of th i s 

impressive neo-c lass ica l brick s t ruc ture the Bank of Somerset had occupied the f i r s t 

floor office of the Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Somerset and Worcester 

Counties across the s t r ee t . Evidently, the bank offices were rented unt i l p lans 

were es tab l i shed to move across the s t ree t . -
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4- NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC y ^ S 

The Bank of Somerset, Princess Anne is a one-story classical revival 

yellow Italian brick structure built on a granite fovmdation. Its wide central 

double door with semicircular fanlight having stone trim with ogee carved 

ekystone, is set in a pedimented pavillion which has pilasters at each side. 

The center of the pediment bears a cartouche euid the cornice is composed of 

carved modillions, egg and dart, and dentil moldings. A small tin^ cornice run^ 

along the top of the pilasters and the flanking sides beneath its hipped roof, 

and gives the structure a horizontal appearance which is basic to classical 

buildings. A single window in each side is set forward of the wall surface 

and has a panel beneath as in the mid-l8th century Boyall House, Midford, 

Massachusetts. More recent narrow additions have been constructed on each 

side of the building and their only ornamentation consists of a stone 

plaque bearing the naine "^ank of Somerset* 

The bank adds a necessary note of architectural sophistication to its 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered JSS- interior Exterior _good. 

block of Somerset Ave, as i t s Immediate neighbors etre non-architecttu*al 

commercial structures. 
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